
BENEFITclaimantshave
snappedup formercouncil
housesatdiscountsof up to
£100,000, raising fears that
thecoalition’s attempt to
reviveoneofMargaret
Thatcher’smostpopular
policies is open toabuse.
InoneLondonborough,

peopleonbenefitshave
bought 167properties in the
twoyears since thecoalition
revivedThatcher’sRight to
Buyschemeby introducing
generousnewdiscounts.
Theboominapplications

frompeopleonmeans-tested
benefitshas forcedcouncil
chiefs toput inplace tough
newchecksonmoney
launderingand tenancy fraud.
AndrewHyatt,headof

fraud for theRoyal Boroughof
KensingtonandChelsea
(RBKC),Hammersmith&
FulhamandWestminster,
said: “In termsofmoney
laundering, it is imperative
thatweknowwhere the
financesarecoming fromto
purchase theproperty . . . to
ensure it is not from illegal
sources.”
Hyatt saidhewas

“shocked” thatof 39
applications received in
RBKC,all but sixhadbeen
withdrawnafter“probing
letters”were sent to the
claimants.
“We’renotpickingon

people trying tobetter
themselves,but there is
criminality involvedwhere
peopleare trying tomake
moneyoutof stateassets,”
Hyatt said.

Headded:“It seemsunfair
that thebenefit claimanthas
a similar right to someone
whohaspaid rent.”
Informationobtainedby

TheSundayTimesunder
Freedomof Information laws
showsthat 167peopleon
benefitshaveboughtahouse
throughRight toBuy in
Enfield,northLondon, since
April 2012.
Sandwellmetropolitan

boroughcouncil, in theWest
Midlands, reported94 such
sales,whileHull declared78,
SouthTyneside66,Corby30
andBrentwood29.
Other local authorityareas

withsignificant sales include
Manchester26,York22, and
SixTownHousing,based in
Bury,andGreatYarmouth
having 17each.Wandsworth,
in southwestLondon, sold

threeproperties topeopleon
benefits,whoeachreceiveda
discountof£100,000.
Figures forBasildoncouncil

inEssex show14properties
were sold tobenefit claimants
atanaverageof less thanhalf
price.One tenant spent
£35,000onapropertyvalued
at£110,000,while another
boughtoneworth£128,000
foronly£53,000.
The full scale of sales to

benefit claimants isunclear
becausemany local
authorities, suchasLiverpool
citycouncil, no longer
manage theirownhousing
stock.Birminghamcity
council said itwouldbe too
expensive toprovideanswers.
A total of 13,500tenants

bought theirhomes through
Right toBuyduring the first
18 months sinceApril 2012

whenthegovernment
increased thediscounts.
Benefit claimants are

entitled tobuy theirhomesat
adiscountofup to£100,000 in
London,£75,000 in the rest of
Englandand£16,000 in
Wales.Theymusthavespent
at least fiveyears as apublic
sector tenant to secure a
discountof35%onahouse
and50%ona flat. Long-term
tenants canqualify for
discountsof up to70%.
Theymustkeep their

property forat least fiveyears
or repay someof their
discountand theyno longer
receivehousingbenefit once
theyare ahomeowner.
Thosereceiving

means-testedsupport, suchas
housingbenefit andcouncil
tax support, areusuallynot
allowedtohaveassetsofmore

than£16,000andaremeant
todeclare reservesofmore
than£6,000.
Theyare,however, allowed

toask familymembers tohelp
tobuy theirproperty,
provided theyhave lived there
for thepastyear.
DameAnneBegg, the

Labourchairwomanof the
Commonsworkandpensions
committee, said the
governmentneeded tobeefup
itschecksonpotential fraud.
But shepointedout that
peopleon long-termsickness
benefitsmightobtaina
mortgagequite legitimately.
KrisHopkins, thehousing

minister,defendedRight to
Buy for“encouraging
aspiration”andsaid: “There
are strongsafeguards to
identifyand tackle fraud.”
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Valuation Discount Purchase price
£110,000 £75,000 £35,000
£128,000 £75,000 £53,000
£132,500 £75,000 £57,500
£145,000 £75,000 £70,000
£147,000 £75,000 £72,000
£150,000 £75,000 £75,000
£152,000 £75,000 £77,000
£155,000 £75,000 £80,000
£170,000 £75,000 £95,000
£185,000 £75,000 £110,000
£120,000 £72,000 £48,000
£130,000 £71,500 £58,500
£122,500 £67,375 £55,125
£82,000 £47,560 £34,440
£1.93m £1.01m £0.92m

Former council houses bought by people on benefits during
first two years of coalition’s revival of Right to Buy

Snapped up

TotalTotal
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A COUPLE are close to
winning a 13-year battle to
have blunders before and
after the death of their baby
investigated by the health
regulator.
David Behan, chief

executive of the Care Quality
Commission (CQC), has told
the parents of Elizabeth
Dixon that their dossier of
evidence about the case will
be considered.
Elizabeth suffered brain

damagewhenherbloodpres-
sure soared after her birth at
Frimley Park Hospital in
Surrey inDecember2000.
She died barely 11 months

later when an agency nurse
hired by the NHS to monitor
her at home failed to deal
with a blocked breathing
tube.Anne and Graeme
Dixon had previously raised
concerns about the ability of
Joyce Aburime, who had
only recently qualified as a
nurse and who was not

trained in paediatric care, to
care for their daughter. The
agency assured them that
Aburime, who was subse-
quently struck off by the
Nursing and Midwifery
Council in 2005, was “one of
the best nurses they had,
with extensive experience”.
After Elizabeth was pro-

nounced dead at Frimley
Park Hospital, Dr Michael
Tettenborn, a consultant
paediatrician who had been
involved in her post-natal
care, drove the Dixons home
with their daughter’s body.
The couple want to know

why Tettenborn then
arranged for a colleague to
certify that her deathwas the
result of natural causes and
organised for her cremation
forms to be signed. “Looking
back, this was quite bizarre
behaviour,” saidGraeme.
Tettenborn, who is now

semi-retired, denied errors
had been made during Eliza-
beth’s care. “If there was a
recording that she had high

blood pressure it would have
beenmanaged,”he said.
He said the offer to drive

the family home had been
“an act of compassion” after
he had concluded Elizabeth’s
death had been natural. He
“onlybecameaware thatEliz-
abeth’s deathmay have been
due to a blocked tracheos-
tomy tube somehours later”.
An inquestwas finally held

in 2009 but to the Dixons’
dismay, the coroner ruled

Elizabeth’s death had not
been the result of neglect.
After mounting their own

investigation, they won an
independent review of
Elizabeth’s post-natal care.
Completed last September, it
found brain damage “would
not have been expected to
occur if her BP [blood
pressure] had been identified
and treated earlier”.
Earlier this month,

Frimley Park Hospital NHS
Foundation Trust apologised
in a letter “for the lack of
care provided to Elizabeth
followingherbirth”.
The Dixons believe,

however, that an inquiry by
theCQC and a second inquest
are required. “We hope that
a full investigation . . . will
hold toaccount those respon-
sible for what happened to
Elizabeth,” saidGraeme.
Behan confirmed: “We are

looking into all the informa-
tionwehave and considering
how we can help and what
thenext steps should be.”

LONDONERSwill be told to
stayathomewhen toxicgases
andparticulates reach
dangerous levels, under
radicalplansbeingdrawnup
byBoris Johnson, themayor.
Anearly-warning system

using textmessages, social
media, radioand television
wouldactivatewhenever
pollution is expected to
reach“high”or“veryhigh”
levels, ashashappenedmore
than100 timesduring thepast
fiveyears.
Such incidents areknown

to lead toa surge indeaths
andhospitalisations from
conditions suchasasthma,
heartdisease andstroke.
While these incidents are

easy topredict,Defra, the
environmentministry
responsible for controlling
airpollution,has refused to
setupanyeffective systemfor
passingsuchwarnings to the
public.

Johnson,London’smayor,
once tookasimilar approach
but isnowconvinced that air
pollution is sucha serious
publichealth issue that it can
no longerbe ignored.
UnderhisBreatheBetter

Together initiative,Londoners
will beasked tochange their
travelbehaviourwhenever
pollutionsurgesare forecast.
Theywill beasked towork
fromhomeor, if theyhave to
commute, tousepublic
transportorbicycles.
Theaim is for at least 2m

Londoners to receive thealert
beforeeachpollution surge
and,as a result, to reduce their
vehicle journeysbyup to
300,000aday.
Londonerswhodecide to

use their carswill be asked to
share their vehicles and travel
outside the rushhour to
reduce thedurationof their
journeys.Alldrivers,
including taxis andbuses,will
beasked to switchoff their
engineswhenwaitingat
traffic lights orparked.

Thecampaign, tobe
launched later thisyear, is
Britain’s first attempt to issue
masswarnings for smog
alerts. It follows“infraction”
legalmovesby theEuropean
Commission to take theUKto
court for failing tomeet air
quality standards.
Suchtraffic reduction

schemeshavealreadybeen
implemented inother cities.
InMarchapollutionsurge
promptedParis tobancars
withoddandeven-numbered
registrationplatesonalternate
days. Itwasenforcedbypolice

atcontrol points onroads
entering theFrenchcapital.
SimonBirkett, the founder

anddirectorofCleanAir in
London, said Johnson’splans
werewelcomebut,with such
powerful scientific evidence
about thedangersof air
pollution,were taking far too
long to implement.
“London typically suffers

adozenairpollutionepisodes
ayearand thisyear’s summer
smogseasonwill soonbe
uponuswithout any sign
[that] this schemewill launch
in time,”hesaid.

BRITISH restaurants have
been serving rabbit dishes
using meat from animals
forced to live in appalling
conditions in Spanish factory
farms, an investigation has
discovered.
Campaigners went under-

cover to expose the horrific
conditions at four slaughter-
houses and 70 farms,
including twowhichhavesup-
plied rabbits to restaurants
such as the Terrace at the
NationalTheatre inLondon.
Footage obtained by the

AnimalEquality charity shows
rabbits having their throats
slit while conscious, and dead
animals left lying for days in
cagesbeside live rabbits.
Investigators also filmed

injured and sick animals being
left untreated and others
eating theirown faeces.

Farmers were observed
killing sick animals by hitting
them over the head with iron
bars, smashing their skulls
against concrete floors or
punching them.
Matteo Cupi, head of

investigations at Animal
Equality, said: “We are
shocked by these images
where farm workers kill
young rabbits by blunt force
trauma and sick animals are
left for days crammed inside
filthycageswithnoveterinary
treatment. As a modern and
civilised society, we should
not tolerate these abuses.”
The consumption of rabbit

meat in Britain has increased
in recent years with celebrity
chefs including Nigella
Lawson and Nigel Slater rec-
ommending the low-fatmeat.
Most is imported from

Europe where more than
320m rabbits are slaughtered

each year, the majority in
Spain,Franceand Italy.
Most of the animals are

crammed into wire-mesh
cages where movement is
restricted and many suffer
injury. Rabbit farming uses
seven times more antibiotics
per kilogram of meat than
doespoultry.
During a two-year inquiry,

investigators from Animal
Equality posed as university
students conducting research
to gain access to the farms and

slaughterhouses on pre-
arrangedvisits.
At one farm, workers were

filmed throwing undersized
newborn rabbits on to con-
crete floors. Sick and injured
rabbitswere thrown alive into
bins containing the decom-
posingbodiesofdeadanimals.
Dil Peeling, campaigns

director at Compassion in
World Farming, which has
mounted previous investiga-
tions into the industry, said:
“When done at its best, inten-

sive rabbit farming involves
intolerable suffering but this
filmaddsbrutalityandcallous-
ness toa cruel system.”
Two of the farms exposed

during the investigation sell
rabbit meat to C&D Wines, a
wholesaler that supplies
several British restaurants
including theTerrace.
A spokeswoman for Grupo

Arcoiris, theSpanishco-opera-
tive which supplies C&D
Wines, said it abided by all
domestic and European laws

and rules on the humane
treatment of animals and food
productionregulations.
One of the farmers that

supplied meat to British
restaurants said the animals
filmed dead in their cages had
died overnight. He added that
rules allowed rabbits to be
killedwithoutbeing stunned if
they were for personal
consumption, which was the
case in the incident filmed.
But Felix Benito, managing

directorofC&DWines, said: “I
am appalled at what these
videos show. I am investi-
gating the findings and, if
proven right, will stop
importing this product
immediately.”
On its website, the Terrace

is described as having “a con-
temporary, warehouse feel”,
adding that “the busy kitchen
cooks up a contemporary
fusionof small sharingplates”.

A spokeswoman for the
National Theatre said rabbit
meat had been removed from
themenu and the relationship
with the supplier suspended
pending further investigation.
Michael Kittos, owner of

the Queen’s Head and
Artichoke near Regent’s Park,
central London, said although
rabbit from C&D Wines had
beenadvertised on itsmenu, it
had recently been dropped
and would not be re-
introduced.
At LosMolinos restaurant in

Hammersmith, west London,
rabbit remained on the menu
lastweekbut themanager said
it had stopped buying the
meat fromC&DWines.
Animal Equality welcomed

the restaurants’ actions and
has now begun legal action
against all 70 farms and two of
the slaughterhouses.
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Benefit claimants buy council houses with £100,000discounts

DAVIDCAMERONhas told
ministers thathewill send
AndrewLansley, the leader
of theCommons, to
BrusselsasBritain’snext
EUcommissioner.
Lansley is seenasa safe

pairofhandswho is
Euroscepticenoughnot to
enrageTorybackbenchers
butwill be able towin the
approval ofNickClegg,
whohaspubliclyclaimed
thathewouldveto the
appointmentof anyone too
extreme.
Oneministerial aide

said: “Cameron is telling
ministers that itwill be
Lansley.Hehas said it to
severalpeople.”Asecond
seniorgovernment source
confirmed:“It’s basically
decided. It’s Lansley.”
Britainwill giveup the

roleofEUhigh
representative for foreign
affairs, thepostheldat
presentbyBaroness
Ashton, andwill instead
seekaneconomicportfolio
in thenewEuropean
CommissionwhereLansley
will beexpected to fight for
deregulationand
business-friendlychanges
to the singlemarket.
AppointingLansleywill

alsocreate acabinetpost
thatwill enable theprime
minister topromote a
youngercolleaguebefore
the summerrecess.
Cameronhadconsidered

appointingAndrew
Mitchell, the formerchief
whip, toBrussels. But
outstandingcourt action
over thePlebgateaffair that
had forcedMitchell to
resignhas ruledhimout.
Anotherofficial said:

“Lansleyhashis flawsbut
he’scapableofengaging
withbig, complicated
issues.He’snotazealot.”
Underone ideabeing

discussed, theTorieswould
avoidaby-electionwith
LansleyremaininganMP
until the general election
while startinghis jobas a
commissioner in January.
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Overcrowding at a Spanish rabbit farm. Rabbit
meat was on the menu at the Terrace restaurant,
inset and above left, but has now been withdrawn

Caged, beaten:
the rabbits
for your plate

ANIMAL EQUALITY UK

25 .05 . 14 / 17
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


